A London tale

This story involves:

· One of London’s wealthiest landowners, Howard De Walden Estates

· A central London location (Marylebone Lane, W1) 

· A businessman cycling 12.5 miles to work on the day of the tube strike

London was pretty much at a stand still on February 5th this year (2001). Despite my permanent aversion to physical activity (and not being as young as I was) I cycled to work as normal. What had made an appearance on the fence I’d been locking my bike to for the past six months? 

This notice: 

HOWARD DE WALDEN ESTATE LIMITED

Bicycles found parked against or chained to 

these railings will be removed without further notice

Fine, I thought. I no longer lock my bike to the fence. 

I lock other things to it instead.

A few items have made appearances so far: a kettle - a frying pan, some handy kitchen utensils - all carefully padlocked on for maximum amusement value. 

There’s a website that fully details the story: www.whatshouldiputonthefence.com Visitors can not only learn about the fence and see what’s on it, they can: 

· Suggest and vote for what they think should go on it 

· Read the latest Fence news

· Subscribe to a newsletter, and more

There’s also useful information about cycling in London, plus:

· 1000 years of history of the Marylebone area (under 400 words, with pictures) 

· A history of the bicycle highlighting cycling’s links with early aviation, the women’s movement and Leonardo De Caprio 

· Essential information for cyclists and potential cyclists everywhere, Q+As, post your own cycling links, and more

The web site is obviously a non-profit affair (like lastminute.com). I want it to highlight issues facing cyclists while stressing the benefits. I want the insensitive actions of this ridiculously wealthy landowner (and my peaceful protest) to help bring cycling into the public eye in an unorthodox, but noticeable way.

The weird things on the fence are certainly doing that in London W1.

Oh yes – I am launching it officially on Monday 18 June, with balloons, a local postcard drop and: AN IRONING BOARD!

The Fencmaster

Contact details

You can contact me via the magic of e-mail at: fencemaster@bigfoot.com

Log on to the website (www.whatshouldiputonthefence.com). There is an icon at the bottom of every page that tells you whether I am online or not (I usually am). Click on it to send me an instant message, using Yahoo! Messenger.

As I am causing some annoyance to the landed gentry I am attempting to protect my identity. 

I’ll provide a mobile phone number if you really want it.

Also you can go to the site and click on the Press link, where I will keep all the relevant names and addresses of the other parties involved updated, as well as providing some royalty free hi-res photos, screen shots, and so on.

